
nance amendment to further pro-
tect human health, safety, and 
welfare within flood zones was 
identified throughout the process 
as a necessary next step. 
 
In May 2022, the City Council au-
thorized funding for the flood haz-
ard overlay district zoning ordi-
nance amendment, and the City 
has hired Beals + Thomas to pro-
vide expert support for the effort. 
In addition, the City has convened 
an advisory group comprised of 
staff from the DPCD, Engineering, 
Building, and Sustainability De-
partments, members of Salem’s 
land-use boards, and representa-
tives from local environmental 
groups and the general public.  
 
We’ve launched a project 
webpage at PublicInput.com/
SalemFHOD to share ordinance 
drafts and other project infor-
mation with you, and we’ll be 
hosting a public forum to supple-
ment to gather public feedback 
and input.  
 
I hope you will be part of this im-
portant process! 
 
 
 
 
Kim Driscoll 
Mayor 
City of Salem 

Dear Salem resident, 
 
As part of our ongoing effort to 
address climate change im-
pacts, I’m pleased to share 
that we are preparing an up-
date to the City’s Flood Haz-
ard Overlay District (FHOD) 
ordinance. 
 
The amendment builds from 
recent resiliency related initia-
tives including the Beverly & 
Salem “Resilient Together” 
Climate Action & Resilience 
Plan, the Resilient Togeth-
er: El Punto initiative, and 
the wetlands protection ordi-
nance update.  
 
Input from the general public, 
working groups, experts, and 
City staff identified the need to 
review the current FHOD ordi-
nance in light of projected in-
creased flooding resulting from 
climate change. 

Salem’s current flood hazard 
overlay district ordinance only 
requires construction to be resili-
ent to today’s flood risk. 
 
Salem’s ordinance needs to be 
updated to reflect more recent 
modeling, which shows in-
creased flooding risks in the fu-
ture. This policy change will 
build on the recent wetlands 
ordinance amendment and help 
ensure that what we build to 
meet our housing, transporta-
tion, economic development, 
and recreation needs will be 
climate resilient. This is a neces-
sary and important step to keep 
Salem vibrant, equitable, and 
strong as it faces the future. 
 
In March 2022, the Salem City 
Council adopted an amended 
wetlands protection ordinance 
following a series of public fo-
rums and working group meet-
ings held throughout 2021. 
 
The updated ordinance enhanc-
es protection of Salem’s wet-
lands and flood zones and gives 
the Conservation Commission 
authority to consider climate 
change adaptation and mitiga-
tion in its permitting review.  
 
However, the wetlands ordi-
nance primarily protects the eco-
logical functions of these re-
source areas, and a zoning ordi-
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Pediatric COVID Vaccines 
Children ages 6 months to 5 
years old are now able to get the 
COVID-19 vaccine. The vaccine 
is safe and effective. No insur-
ance or ID required. Find a vac-
cination site at https://
vaxfinder.mass.gov/. 
 
Jóvenes entre seis meses y 5 
años pueden recibir la vacuna 
contra COVID-19. La vacuna es 
seguro y efectivo. No se necesita 
seguro ni identificación. Encuen-
tra un sitio de vacunarse 
en https://vaxfinder.mass.gov/.  
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Starting July 1, 2022, the process to appeal a parking ticket in the City of Salem will 
be changing. In-person appeals to the hearing officer at City Hall will no longer take 
place after July 1st. Below please find details about how to appeal a parking ticket in 
Salem starting on July 1, 2022: 

APPEAL PROCESS: Appeal must be requested within 21 days. Once the appeal is received the city has 21 days to 
respond. Appeal by e-mailing tickethearings@salem.com. If you do not have access to email, appeals can be mailed 
or dropped off in person to: Parking Department, 1 New Liberty Street, Salem MA 01970. 
WARNING: Per state law, failing to appeal a ticket within 21 days after the date of violation will increase the fine and 
may result in the state rejecting renewal of the license to drive and the registration of the registered owner. 
BROKEN METERS: Must be reported for confirmation within 24 hours. Call 978-745-8120. 

 

Parking Ticket Appeals 

ARPA Funds for Transportation 
As part of the City of Salem’s first round of American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) 
funding allocations, close to $1.3 million in federal funds are being directed to-
ward supporting alternative transportation measures to help reduce traffic con-
gestion, make roadways safer, and lessen the community’s carbon footprint. 
 
“Salem has long been on the forefront of pioneering and piloting new ways to 
reduce the number of private passenger vehicles on our roads,” said Sa-
lem Mayor Kim Driscoll. “From our public ferry to our comprehensive bike infra-
structure, and from our innovative on-demand shuttle to our extensive bike and 
car share programs, our goal is to make it easy for residents and visitors alike to 
get around Salem car free or car light. By leveraging these federal recovery funds 
for these efforts, we’re able to move even closer to that goal. I remain especially grateful to Congressman Moulton, 
Senator Warren, and Senator Markey, for their support for the federal funds that made these investments possible.” 
 
· $400,000 will be utilized to continue the popular Salem Skipper on-demand public shuttle, which has provid-

ed nearly 70,000 rides since it launched in December 2020. These funds are being matched by an allocation 
from the City’s Transportation Enhancement Fund to further support the Skipper’s operation for the coming fiscal 
year. 

 
· $363,787 will fund the expansion of the Bluebikes bikeshare program in Salem, allowing the City to add seven 

new stations to the network and an additional 44 bikes, This will make the system the City’s largest bikeshare 
program ever. These funds are matched by contributions to the program from Blue Cross Blue Shield of Massa-
chusetts. 

 
· $93,000 is being directed to the conceptual design phase for the proposed South Salem Commuter 

Rail station. These funds will serve as a match to leverage an additional $372,000 in federal funding for this 
project, bringing the total funding commitment to $465,000. 

 
· $50,000 will be spent to implement elements of bicycling infrastructure projects as called for in the City’s Bi-

cycle Master Plan. 
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With the July 4th holiday approaching, the City of Salem, Salem Fire Department, and Salem Police Department 
would like to remind the community that fireworks are illegal in Massachusetts. State law prohibits the detonation of 
fireworks, the sale of fireworks, and the purchase of fireworks out-of-state that are subsequently transported into 
Massachusetts. 
 
In the last decade there have been nearly 1,000 major fires and explosions in the Commonwealth due to illegal fire-
works, including fires right here in Salem. Fireworks can cause brush and residential fires, even from a single ember 
landing in a gutter or lawn. 
 
Fireworks cause extreme stress to veterans and others who may struggle with mental health challenges exacerbated 
by the loud noise they cause. Panic attacks, injury, loss of sleep, and other disruptions from fireworks being detonat-
ed place a tremendous burden on seniors, veterans, and pets. 
 
Lastly, fireworks can result in extreme injury both to the individual setting them off and those nearby. Even small fire-
works like sparklers can cause significant and permanent damage, including burns and loss of limbs or fingers. Two 
out of every five fireworks-related burn injuries are to children and one quarter of them are to children younger than 
10 years old. Fireworks are unpredictable and dangerous. 
 
Fines for illegally using fireworks are enforced in Salem at the maximum levels allowed under state law. That means 
$300 per offense from the Salem Police Department for detonating them, up to $1,000 and potential incarceration for 
illegally selling fireworks, and up to $1,000 from the Salem Fire Department in additional fines. 
 
Salem Police and Fire Department personnel respond to illegal fireworks complaints in a targeted manner. You can 
help them respond effectively to these incidents by reporting them using the online tool at www.salemma.gov/
fireworks calling 978-744-1212. In an emergency, call 9-1-1. 

Illegal Fireworks 
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