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SALEM H.O.P.E.  
Human Organization Partnership Effort 

 

Networking Breakfast Meeting 

Thursday, March 12, 2020 
9:00 A.M. Sharp 

 

Hosted by: 

Lifebridge Northshore 
54 Margin Street (former church building), Salem, MA 

 
All social service agency representatives serving Salem residents are welcome. 

PLEASE RSVP ATTENDANCE TO TINA HOLMES  

at 978-744-0500 

 

 

 AGENDA 

 

9:00 I. Welcome & Group Introductions 

9:05 II. Agency Welcome – Jason Etheridge, Executive Director 

9:20 III. Information Exchange - All attendees present - 1 minute per agency please 

Bring any new brochures! 

9:55 IV. 102nd Salem H.O.P.E. Newsletter (to be issued in May) 

E-mail your announcements, job postings, event notices, articles etc.  

for March-June to jguy@salem.com – Deadline 4/30/20 

V. Next meeting dates (tentative): 

Thursday, June 11, 2020 – Enterprise Center at Salem State University 

Thursday, September 10, 2020 – City of Salem Park, Recreation &  

Community Services/Council on Aging 

Thursday, December 12, 2020 - MA Rehabilitation Commission 

Thursday, March 14, 2021 – To be determined 

 

Networking & Refreshments 

 

Please email jguy@salem.com if you are interested in hosting an upcoming meeting! 

 

Persons will special needs should contact the host agency for reasonable accommodation  

and should provide ample time for the request to be arranged, but no later than noon on the Monday prior. 
 

If you no longer wish to receive emails for Salem HOPE,  

please send an email to jguy@salem.com asking to be removed from this distribution list. 

mailto:jguy@salem.com
mailto:jguy@salem.com
mailto:jguy@salem.com
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Human Organization Partnership Effort 

 

Newsletter Number 101            ~ A newsletter for social service agencies ~                February, 2020 

 

Aspire Developmental Services, Inc.  
Hosted December, 2019 Meeting 

 
The December, 2019 Salem HOPE meeting was hosted by Aspire 
Developmental Services, Inc.  Representing the agency was Kristen Evans.  
Present were Jane Guy and Naomi Francisco of the City of Salem DPCD, 
Laurie Fullerton of the Brookhouse Home, Maureen Fiore and Dee Cobin 
of Citizens, Inn, Wanda Carmona, Devin DeVasto, Stephanie Jackson and 
Elizabeth Ospina of MA Rehabilitation Commission, Miriam Martinez and 

Yevette Garcia of North Shore CDC, Camilla Blackman of Wellspring House, Trish Kennedy of Catholic Charities, 
Joyce Arcisz of Goodwill, Debra Wonson of CFCE of the North Shore, Sage Shaw of Open Door Immigration 
Services, Rachael Walker of For Kids Only After School and Maureen Pasek-Tourville of Salem Public Schools. 
 
Ms. Evans, Developmental Specialist, welcomed the group and stated that Aspire has sites in Salem and Lynn, 
serving ages birth to three years old. They are a home visiting program that works with the family. Services are 
covered by insurance or the Department of Public Health. They provide toddler groups, as well as parent-child 
groups. Parent-Child groups are also located at the Danvers and Marblehead YMCAs and at Citizens, Inn. At 2 
½, children transition to public school. She stated that anyone can make a referral (parent, teacher, daycare, 
DCF, pediatrician, etc.) 
 
Ms. DeVasto stated that she is a counsellor at MA Rehabilitation Commission and that they have increased 
their job placement staff.  They are starting to run job groups and are looking to make local connections. 
 
Ms. Jackson of MA Rehab stated that there is a new initiative called Empower to Employment, a one-year 
program that provides help with short term training. 
 
Ms. Ospina stated that she is a Vocation Rehabilitation Counsellor with MA Rehab and that the Empower to 
Employment program gets people ready for employment and offers transportation stipends and child care 
vouchers. 
 
Ms. Carmona stated that she is an Employment Specialist with MA Rehab, providing job placement assistance.  
She helps people looking for work and helps them keep their jobs and be self-sufficient.  She stated that if 
employers have a job, she will help fill it. 
 

In this issue… 
 Aspire Developmental 

Services, Inc. hosted 

December, 2019 meeting 

 About Aspire 

 What is Salem H.O.P.E? 

 Reasonable Accommodation 

 Notices & Event Flyers 

 

 

https://www.aspiredevelopmental.org/
https://www.aspiredevelopmental.org/
http://www.mass.gov/eohhs/gov/departments/mrc/
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Ms. Arcisz stated that she is a Case Manager at Goodwill Industries. They have a dayhab program and a 
employment program. The agency acquired Pioneer Valley in Springfield.  They always are looking for 
referrals. 
 
Ms. Blackman stated that the Wellspring House’s MediClerk training program is growing.  The recently 
graduated 10 and have 16 in the next session. It is a 15-week program for entry level administrative positions 
in the medical field.  Their placement rate is 87%. 
 
Ms. Fullerton stated that she is the Director of Community Relations at the Brookhouse Home, a rest home. 
She stated that they would love to collaborate more and the people are welcome to stop by any time. They 
currently have kitchen and housekeeping jobs posted. 
 
Ms. Pasek-Tourville stated that she is from the Parent-Child Plus program at Salem Public Schools. It is a free 
program that provides home visiting bringing literacy and resources to parents.  It is a 2 year program in 
English and Spanish. 
 
Ms. Walker stated that she is a Regional Social Worker for For Kids Only After School, in Salem, Peabody, 
Chelsea, Winthrop and Everett. 
 
Ms. Fiore stated that Citizens Inn is a shelter program for families. They have a sober living transitional shelter 
and a room for families not eligible for DTA. They run the Haven From Hunger food pantry and provide dinners 
four nights per week.  They also have a mobile food market every other week. 
 
Ms. Cobin stated that she is the new Substance Abuse Case Manager at Citizens Inn. 
 
Ms. Shaw stated that she is the Executive Director for Open Door Immigration which provides immigration 
legal services, such as helping to file paperwork.  They offer free citizenship classes for Salem residents and 
offer know your rights training. 
 
Ms. Kennedy stated that she is a Program Manager at Catholic Charities for English language learners 
programs in Lynn and Salem.  They are in need of volunteers to teach 1 ½ hour classes each week. 
 
Ms. Wonson stated that the CFCE of the North Shore serves 9 communities with free services, including  play 
groups, resources and referrals, and stem activity programs at Salem Sound Coastwatch. She also works with 
Peabody’s Parent Child Plus. 
 
Ms. Garcia stated that she is the Director of Community Engagement at North Shore CDC which provides 
affordable housing on the North Shore. The provide services, run Espacio community space, collaborate with 
the mobile food market every two weeks, provide Youthbuild, have an upcoming first time homebuyer course 
and are launching a small business initiative. 
 
Ms. Martinez stated that she is the Family Stability Coordinator at North Shore CDC and works to help people 
find a job, apply for housing, provide translation and assist with health insurance. 
 
Ms. Francisco stated that she is the City of Salem’s Housing Coordinator, administering the Housing 
Rehabilitation Loan Program to bring properties up to code. She also administers the First Time Homebuyer 

https://www.goodwillmass.org/
https://www.wellspringhouse.org/
https://brookhousehome.com/
https://www.citizensinn.org/
https://www.odisma.org/
https://www.ccab.org/
https://www.cfceofthenorthshore.com/
http://northshorecdc.org/
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Program which provides up to $7500 for downpayment/closing costs.  The City of Salem is also a service 
agency for the Get the Lead Out Program. 
 
Ms. Guy stated that she is the Assistant Community Development Director for the City of Salem Department of 
Planning and Community Development, and that Request for Proposals for the next round of CDBG public 
service funding will be sent out in January. 
 
 

  

About Aspire 

65 Years of serving children and families 

The mission of Aspire – as it has been since 1974 -- is to positively affect the quality of life of people with 
disabilities and their families. Aspire strives to: enable individuals with severe disabilities to attain the fullest 
possible employment, productivity and participation in an integrated community; improve living conditions in 
all circumstances; involve persons with severe disabilities in decision-making processes affecting their lives; 
and mobilize human and financial resources to fulfill the mission. 

 Aspire’s primary focus is to provide Early Intervention services to children up to age 3. Children who are 
served are considered at risk for a variety of issues including Down syndrome, autism, hearing and vision loss, 
speech and motor delays and mental health. The agency has a multi-disciplinary team that includes Early 
Intervention specialists, occupational, physical and speech therapists, and social workers. Every child served 
has an individual family service plan (IFSP), which is similar to the individualized education plan (IEP) used by 
school districts once the child enters at age 3. 

 Aspire also has an Early Support Program (EIPP), one of only eight in the state. The goal of that program is to 
reduce infant mortality by identifying risks to parents and babies, often before the babies are born. In 2014-
15, approximately 11% of children served by Aspire (as compared to 2.4% statewide) came through this 
program. The agency also runs the Aspire Early Education Center, a pre-school that is open to typically 
developing children and those with mild developmental delays. 

Lynn Office 

176 Franklin St.  
Lynn, MA 01904 
Phone: 781-593-2727 
Fax: 781-593-2542 

Salem Office 

 275 Lafayette St. 
Salem, MA 01970 
Phone: 978-744-7037 
Fax: 978-741-8175 

 

 

 

 

MA Adult Literacy Hotline 

800-447-8844 

www.mass.gov/edu/literacyhotline 

https://www.salem.com/planning-and-community-development
https://www.salem.com/planning-and-community-development
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What is Salem H.O.P.E.? 
Salem H.O.P.E. is a networking group for human service agencies that provide programs and services to Salem 
residents.  It is a free forum for agencies to learn about the services being provided by other agencies in order 
to make referrals and coordinate efforts.  All human service agency representatives are welcome to attend the 
quarterly breakfast meetings held at rotating locations. 
 
We need your announcements, notices and articles for this newsletter.  Share your resources; advertise a job 
opening; seek out agencies to collaborate on a grant application; announce new programs; publicize your 
events, etc.  Please e-mail your submissions or requests to be added to the newsletter e-mail distribution list 
to jguy@salem.com.  The newsletter is printed four times per year.  However, information that needs to be 
disseminated in a timelier manner will be forwarded to the listserv upon receipt.  

The Salem H.O.P.E. Newsletter is prepared and distributed by Jane Guy of the 

Department of Planning & Community Development of the City of Salem, Kimberley Driscoll, Mayor. 
www.salem.com has links to social service agencies, as well as information on housing programs and  

foreclosure prevention and legal resources. 

Reasonable Accommodation 
 
If you are a Salem HOPE participant and require reasonable accommodation at a quarterly Salem HOPE 
meeting, please contact the meeting host location and make your request as soon as possible, but no 
later than noon on the Monday prior to the meeting. 
 

Salem HOPE hosts information on reasonable accommodation 
Once you have committed to hosting a Salem HOPE meeting, you are encouraged to contact 
Massachusetts Commission for the Deaf & Hard of Hearing to request an American Sign Language (ASL) 
Interpreter at least two weeks prior to the meeting date.  If you do not get any requests for ASL 
interpreters by noon on the Monday prior to the meeting, you can cancel the request by close of 
business on that Monday. 
 
The website to request an interpreter is http://www.mass.gov/eohhs/gov/departments/mcdhh/request-
an-interpreter.html.  Their phone number is 617-740-1600 or 1-800-882-1155. 

mailto:jguy@salem.com
http://www.salem.com/
http://www.salem.com/planning-and-community-development/pages/dpcd-links
http://www.salem.com/planning-and-community-development/pages/housing-programs
http://www.salem.com/planning-and-community-development/pages/foreclosure-prevention-legal-resources
http://www.mass.gov/eohhs/gov/departments/mcdhh/request-an-interpreter.html
http://www.mass.gov/eohhs/gov/departments/mcdhh/request-an-interpreter.html
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WHEN:   THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27TH
  STARTING AT 12:30 PM

WHERE:  NORTH SHORE CDC
  96 LAFAYETTE STREET
  SECOND FLOOR
  SALEM, MA 01970

NO RSVP NECESSARY

Join us for a 101-level marketing workshop, 
designed for small businesses and those of 
you interested in starting a business. 

Gain insight on social media, websites, and 
the right moves for you and your business. 

For more information about this workshop 
or the Small Business Technical Assistance 
Program,  please contact Felicia Pierce at 
Felicia@northshorecdc.org.

YOU’RE INVITED TO:

SMALL BUSINESS 
MARKETING 101

North Shore CDCwww.northshorecdc.org @northshorecdc

Our programs are funded in part by Massachusetts Growth Capital Corporation, the City of Peabody and City of Salem Department 
of Planning and Community Development, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. We do not discriminate on the basis 
of race, color, national origin, religion, gender or gender identity, familial status, disability, ancestry, age, marital status, public assis-
tance, sexual orientation, veteran history/ military status or generic information.



 

Wine, cheese and parlour talks 
 

When: Feb. 27, 2020 from 5:30 to 7 p.m. with short lecture at 6 p.m. 

Who: Brookhouse Home Director of Nursing Carol Gawrys 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Our speaker is Carol Gawrys, DNP, MSN, BSN, RN. Carol is Director of Nursing at 
Brookhouse Home and a professor at the School of Nursing at Salem State 
University. She is also the co-founder of thHealth Independence Program. 

 
 

Where: The Brookhouse Home for Women, 180 Derby 
Street, Salem 
 

What: Wine, cheese, appetizers & networking held in 
our home's  

beautiful front parlour and dining room.  

Carol’s topic will be "Promoting health & wellness 

through inclusive, supportive communities."  
 

 

Please R.S.V.P. to Laurie Fullerton, LFullerton@brookhousehome.com 
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2ND TUESDAY OF THE MONTH
10:00 - 11:00 AM

January 14, February 11, March 10, April 14, May 12, June 9, 2020

Free Parent/Child Event
Build It With Me

At Home Depot
50 Trader's Way, Salem, MA

Build a fun project with your child
along with a storytime and an

opportunity to meet new families.

Free for families with children birth and up
Registration Required!

Register online at www.CFCEoftheNorthShore.com/events-workshops

9 Margin Street, Peabody, MA 01960
(978) 536-6543

www.CFCEoftheNorthShore.com

Funded by the Coordinated Family and
Community Engagement grant from the

Massachusetts Department of Early
Education and Care awarded to

Peabody Public Schools



#DISABILITY
VOICES

Wednesday,
March 18th
12:45-3 PM

We need YOUR voice!
Help us advocate to influence the state's 5 year plan to support
our community! We will be virtually connecting via webcam to
the state's meeting to decide on a 5 year plan for the disability
community. Without your voice, they will not know your needs!

Where: Disability Resource Center
27 Congress St, Suite 107. Salem, MA 01970
RSVP with Deb Barber 978-741-0077 x110

Light refreshments + food will be
served!
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HOUSING RIGHTS
IN SALEM:

THURSDAY, APRIL 30, 2020
2-4 PM

FAIR HOUSING LAWS AND

DEALING WITH DISCRIMINATION

Free!

This training is for people who have disabilities and other individuals who

would like to learn about Federal/State Fair Housing Laws and housing

discrimination in Salem.

 

Jason C. Pina, Chief Operating Officer and staff of North Shore CDC will be

leading this forum. Information in written English will be provided. Please

come prepared with your questions for a lively, interactive workshop.

Light refreshments will be served. 

 
Please RSVP by April 10th by calling 978-741-0077V/TTY, or email info@disabilityrc.org. For

communication accommodations, please make your request by April 17th. This is a scent-free

event. Photographs and/or video may be taken for DRC publication. We will respect all

requests not to be photographed, please inform us at time of RSVP or arrival. 

 

Beverly Bank-Community Room
73 Lafayette St., Salem, MA

DRC is partially funded by the City of Salem Department of Planning & Community Development and the U.S.
Department of Housing & Urban Development. Para mas informacion por favor llame a 978-741-0077 V/TT.
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