
   
 

Know your rights under the Open Meeting Law M.G.L. c. 30A § 18-25 and City Ordinance § 2-2028 through § 
2-2033. 

 

 
 
  

 
 

 
 
A public hearing of the Salem Planning Board was held on Thursday, June 17, 2021, at 
6:30 p.m. via remote access. Public participation was possible via Zoom video and 
conference call. 
 
Chair Griset calls the meeting to order at 6:30PM.  
 

I. ROLL CALL 
Present:  Chair Bill Griset, Vice Chair Kirt Rieder, Carole Hamilton, Tom Furey, 

Todd Waller, Sarah Tarbet, Helen Sides (7) 
Absent:   Noah Koretz, DJ Napolitano (2) 
Also in attendance:  Mason Wells, Staff Planner 
Recorder:                    Stacy Kilb 
 

II. REGULAR AGENDA 
  
  
Location:  4 Franklin Street (Map 26-0407)  
Applicant:  CAS Salem LLC  
Description:  A continuance of a public hearing for all persons interested in the application 
of CAS SALEM LLC for the property located at 4 Franklin Street (Map 26-0407) for a Site 
Plan Review, Flood Hazard Overlay District Special Permit, and Special Permits associated 
with the North River Canal Corridor Neighborhood Mixed Use District in accordance with 
the following sections of the Salem Zoning Ordinance: Section 9.5 Site Plan Review; 
Section 8.1 Flood Hazard Overlay District; Section 8.4 North River Canal Corridor 
Neighborhood Mixed Use District. Portions of the site are also in the Entrance Corridor 
Overlay District. Specifically, the Applicant proposes the construction of a business office 
and ambulance facility with associated employee parking area, utilities, landscaping, and 
harbor walk path along the North River. The business office and ambulance facility are the 
first phase of site redevelopment and occur on the Franklin Street side of the site. The 
second phase, the plan for which has not been developed, will occur on the North River 
side of the site. III.  
 
Attorney Joseph Correnti represents the Applicant. A progress report is provided. Many 
issues have been addressed; Bob Griffin of Griffin Engineering will present. The Applicant 
has been before the DRB for a second time and has considered their comments and 
requests.  
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Bob Griffin 
• Bill Ross, peer reviewer, from NECE provided a letter that stated all issues have 

been resolved, as noted by Mason Wells. 
• Enclosures were reviewed, along with snow storage and drive aisles/connections. 
• Easement/license can be provided so Franklin Street does not have to be narrowed 
• Intend to use North Street for phase 2 but curbing will be along property line 
• Architectural plans are being finalized, building footprint and doors will not change  

 
Kirt Rieder 

• Who makes the determination on formalizing the relationship of pedestrian 
walking/easement?  

• Attorney Correnti: Sidewalks around corner of Boston Street onto Bridge Street are 
not wide enough, so land was “donated.” The city prefers land not to be “donated,” 
so in this case a permanent easement can be put in place. 

• The plans called this out in a note. Plans were approved and are what must be built.  
• Will someone work with the City Solicitor to write the easement?  
• Kirt Rieder: What is the disposition of the existing easement along back side 

perpendicular to Franklin Street? Nothing is being done to modify the easement 
because the relationship between phase 1 and phase 2 is uncertain; but will allow 
for a driving connection. 

• Attorney Correnti: The applicant would accept a condition saying that the rear 
driveway will remain open to phase 2 for unencumbered access to Franklin Street 

• Could phases 1 and 2 be under different ownership? It is possible, but right now is 
all owned by CAS Realty. 

• Kirt Rieder: re: demo plan. An ample number of trees will be planted, but he would 
like to see tabulation on drawings that indicate how many caliper inches are to be 
removed 

• Kirt Rieder: re: lighting. The applicant referred to two lights on city property across 
from North Street that will remain, but the demo plan shows the fixtures are to be 
removed. 

• Bob Griffin: The poles and fixtures will remain. They should be removed but it is not 
the applicant’s place to do so.  The lights on the utility poles are fed by the utility 
service, there is no separate feed from the building.  The lights are not needed and 
can be removed.  

• Kirt Rieder: Wall and steps modified; grass slope is currently proposed. Does this 
allow for sidewalk in the future? Is the grading too steep? The grading is not meant 
to convert into a sidewalk and is too narrow. 

• Kirt Rieder: Pavement would have to be modified by the city to move an applicant 
installed curb to make the curb more accessible in a standard streetscape. Some of 
the pavement could be on private property and not easily converted to a sidewalk. 

Sara Tarbet: 
• How high is the curb? There is a retaining wall along the corner, but elsewhere the 

lawn is coming down onto sidewalk and could create a hazard. 
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• Sarah Tarbet:  There is concern about the size and slope. The sidewalk is flat along 
Franklin Street but there is a small bit of slope where driveway comes up, it is about 
an 8-10% slope. 

• Kirt Rieder: This is accessible by vehicle as there is no pedestrian access from 
Franklin Street to the front door. The driveway slope is too much for an accessible 
pathway but there are handicap parking spaces.  

• Kirt Rieder: How does this help or hinder access or egress during a flood event? The 
building is elevated and is the dry area.  

 
No Public Comment 
 
Attorney Correnti: Waiting on final DRB approval.  Chair Griset comments that the team 
has been wonderfully responsive to the board and public concerns and questions; he 
appreciates this.  
 
Outstanding items are discussed, but no further presentations are made.  
 
A motion to continue to July 8. 2021 made by Helen Sides seconded by Kirt Rieder and 
passes 7–0 in a roll call vote. 
Kirt Rieder  Yes 
Carole Hamilton Yes 
Tom Furey  Yes 
Noah Koretz  Absent  
Todd Waller  Yes 
Sarah Tarbet  Yes 
Helen Sides  Yes 
Bill Griset  Yes  
DJ Napolitano Absent 
 
 
 
OLD/NEW BUSINESS  
A. Location: Clark Avenue (Map 6, Lots 7, 8, and 9) - Woodlands Subdivision – Extension 
Request  
Applicant: NSD Realty Trust  
Description: The Applicant, NSD REALTY TRUST, requests an extension of time to 
complete the “ways and services” under Paragraph “5.a. Time Frame” of the Planning 
Board’s September 8, 2020 “Decision to Extend the Form C Definitive Subdivision, Cluster 
Residential Development Special Permit, and Stormwater Management Permit” for Clark 
Avenue (Map 6, Lots 7, 8, and 9). The September 8, 2020, decision specifies the automatic 
rescission of the Planning Board decision, unless an extension is granted by the Planning 
Board prior to July 30, 2021.   
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This item is heard first. Attorney Joseph Correnti represents the Applicant. The extension 
is being requested for the above reasons.  
 
Also present:  
Tom Pascuccio 
Tom Rice  
 
Thomas Pascuccio, General Manager, Mennino Construction, Project Manager for NSD 
and Woodlands Subdivision. noted the SharePoint file outlining progress on the project.  
Closings on houses, and status of the roads are outlined. The extension is for a small bit 
of curb and overlay paving, which is done after all major construction is complete. 
Houses will be completed by the end of 2021, but paving will be finished in spring 2022. 
The extension is being requested through June 30, 2022. 
 
A motion to issue the extension through June 30, 2022, is made by Kirt Rieder, seconded by 
Carole Hamilton, and passes 7–0 in a roll call vote. 
Kirt Rieder  Yes 
Carole Hamilton Yes 
Tom Furey  Yes 
Noah Koretz  Absent  
Todd Waller  Yes 
Sarah Tarbet  Yes 
Helen Sides  Yes 
Bill Griset  Yes  
DJ Napolitano Absent 
 
New Business  
Tom Furey mentioned signage for public access to conservation areas, to avoid negative 
issues where people have problems finding these areas. Kirt Rieder notes colorful signs 
denoting public way to the water in Beverly, which make it more livable.  
 
Helen Sides commented on the disagreeability of certain signs on streets. Fonts, etc. that 
look terrible. The signs in Beverly are lovely.  There is no centralized responsibility of these 
signs in Salem.  Chair Griset agreed.  
 
Kirt Rieder commented on the inadvertent tree removals and subsequent replacements by 
the owner of Pickering Wharf. Two violator trees were pulled out and replaced with three 
that trees that were approved.  
 
Carole Hamilton is not seeking reappointment and will be missed by all Board members.  
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IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
A. Regular Planning Board meeting minutes for May 20, 2021.  
A motion to approve the minutes, with minor edits, is made by Helen Sides, seconded by Tom 
Furey, and passes 7–0 in a roll call vote. 
Kirt Rieder  Yes 
Carole Hamilton Yes 
Tom Furey  Yes 
Noah Koretz  Absent  
Todd Waller  Yes 
Sarah Tarbet  Yes 
Helen Sides  Yes 
Bill Griset  Yes  
DJ Napolitano Absent 
 
 
V. ADJOURNMENT 
A motion to adjourn is made by Carole Hamilton, seconded by Helen Sides, and passes 7–0 
in a roll call vote. 
Kirt Rieder  Yes 
Carole Hamilton Yes 
Tom Furey  Yes 
Noah Koretz  Absent  
Todd Waller  Yes 
Sarah Tarbet  Yes 
Helen Sides  Yes  
Bill Griset  Yes  
DJ Napolitano Absent  
 
 
The meeting ends at 7:20PM. 
 
 
For actions where the decisions have not been fully written into these minutes, copies of 
the decisions have been posted separately by address or project at: 
https://www.salem.com/planningboard/webforms/planning-board-2021-decisions  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Stacy Kilb 
Clerk, Salem Planning Board  
 
Approved by the Planning Board on 11/18/2021 
 

https://www.salem.com/planningboard/webforms/planning-board-2021-decisions

