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NOTICE

IMPLEMENTATION OF FATS, OILS, AND GREASE (FOG)
MANAGEMENT PROGRAM

Why am I receiving this notice?
As an ownet of a food service establishment, this notice is to inform you that the City of Salem has

recently revised its local Board of Health regulations to include a formal Fats, Oils, and Grease (FOG)
Management Program. The FOG Management Progtam was voted on and approved by the Board of
Health in July 2022. The putpose of the FOG Management Program is to provide clear guidance to food
service establishments regarding the installation and maintenance of grease traps and intetceptots.

What is the Problem?

FOG is a byproduct of cooking, food preparation, and clean up and can be found in meats, oils,
shortening, butter, margatine, sauces, dressings, and dairy products. Food service establishments are
required by the Massachusetts State Plumbing Code to have grease traps and/or interceptors to prevent
FOG from entering the wastewater collection system. Wastewater discharges containing high
concentrations of FOG from food service establishments and othet food handling facilities contribute
significantly to blockages and/or overflows in the City’s wastewater collection system. Blockages or
overflows of untreated sewerage can cause health hazards, environmental hazards, and damage propetty.
To effectively address the issue, the City has implemented a FOG Management Program.

What is the Goal of the FOG Management Program?
The goal of the FOG Management Program is to protect public health and safety, the environment, and
the City’s wastewatet collection system from blockages and overflows by:
e Providing FOG educational materials to food service establishments and the general public.
e Reviewing all new construction plans to ensure that grease traps and interceptors are properly
sized and all federal, state, and local regulatory requirements ate met.
e Conducting routine inspections on all food service establishments to ensute compliance with the
FOG Management Progtam.

What do the New Regulations Require?

A table that summarizes the new regulations has been attached to this notice for your reference. The table
addresses how the new regulations will affect existing establishments, new establishments, renovated
establishments, ot establishments that undergo a change of ownetship. A copy of the new regulations can
be found online at www.salemma.gov.



What can I Expect Going Forward?

Changes for existing establishments are minimal, however, more stringent maintenance and recordkeeping
proced’urés will be requited and enforced. In addition, unscheduled inspections of grease traps and
intetceptots will be conducted on a yearly basis by the City ot by a subcontractor of the City. Food service
establishments found to be in non-compliance will be reinspected until all corrective measures are in place.
An inspection fee will be billed for each trap or interceptor inspected to the food service establishment
to cover the cost of labor and materials for the inspections. An additional fee will be billed for each trap
ot interceptor inspection for each subsequent inspection due to non-compliance. Civil penalties may be
billed for continuous non-compliance.

Who can I Contact for Questions or more Information?

The implementation of the FOG Management Program is a collaborative effort between the Board of
Health, Engineeting Depattment, and Inspectional Setvices. More information can be found at

www.salemma.gov ot you may contact the Health Department at health(@salem.com.
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