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Dear resident, 

 

Fall is here and October is on 
our doorstep, though visitors 
have already started arriving in 
Salem all throughout Septem-
ber, reinforcing a saying we 
sometimes hear in Salem 
about our community’s busiest 
time of year, “During the 
months of October…” 
  
Many City departments and 
community partners play a cru-
cial role in planning and pre-
paring to try to ensure that the 
next several weeks to try are 
safe, manageable, and fun for 
both residents and visitors 
alike. October brings many 
challenges, like traffic and 
parking impacts, but it also 
supports our local businesses, 
provides hundreds of jobs, and 
bolsters economic activity, 
making Salem a unique and 
vibrant city recognized world-
wide.  
 
 
In this issue, you’ll find infor-
mation on planned and antici-
pated road closures for Octo-

ber, including specific details 
for next week’s Haunted Hap-
penings Parade on October 
5th. You’ll also find information 
about the City’s free weekend 
shuttle service beginning Sat-
urday, September 30th, as well 
as free 30-day Bluebikes mem-
bership for anyone who lives 
or works in Salem.  
  
To be sure you stay informed 
about October impacts—
including planned or un-
planned road closures and sim-
ilar traffic impacts— you can 
download the "My Salem MA" 
app to get real-time push noti-
fications to your mobile device 
throughout the month. You'll 
also find a lot of great October 
information for residents 
at www.hauntedhappenings.or
g/facts-fun/locals/. 
  
Please feel free to share this 
newsletter with others and en-
courage them to subscribe at 
www.salemma.gov/subscribe. 
If you have any questions or 
concerns, do not hesitate to 
call the Mayor’s Office; our 
staff is always happy to assist 
residents and help you navi-
gate this chaotic yet exciting 
time of year. With the Hallow-
een season officially upon us, 
please be patient, be safe, and 
have fun! 
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Planned and Anticipated October Road Closures 
The City of Sa-
lem has an-
nounced 
planned and 
anticipated 
road closures 
for October in 
Salem, includ-
ing lot closures 
and traffic im-
pacts from 
planned special 
events. The 
Salem Police 
will close road-
ways at any 
point if they 
determine they 
should be 
closed for pub-
lic safety rea-
sons. 

Visitors to Salem in October should not 
plan to drive into downtown Salem, espe-
cially on weekends. Traffic is heavy and 
parking is severely limited. Plan to drive to 

a free satellite parking lot and ride the free 
shuttle, take the Salem Ferry, or ride the 
commuter rail (about 30 minutes from 
North Station in Boston or about 5 minutes 
from the downtown Beverly station). 

October 5 Haunted Happenings Parade 

The Haunted Happenings Parade starts at 6:30 p.m. at Shetland Office Park on Con-
gress Street on October 5. The parade route is as follows: from Congress Street at Shet-
land Park the parade will take a left onto Derby Street, a right onto Central Street, a left 
onto Front Street, a right onto Washington Street, a right onto the Essex Street Pedestri-
an Mall, a left onto Washington Square, and into the Salem Common.   

Roads along the parade route will be closed to traffic. Anticipate traffic delays on Route 
114 and Route 1A. Route 1A from Derby Street to Brown Street will be closed to traffic 
from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Other road closures will be Congress Street, Washington 
Street, Essex Street from Washington Street to Union Street, Central Street, Front 
Street, and Washington Square West, North, and South. There will be no parking tow 
zones along the entire parade route. Continue reading on page three for information re-
garding tow zone areas, road closures and garage access on October 5th.  
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 October 5th Haunted Happenings Parade Cont. 

No Parking – Tow Zone Areas 

• A parking ban will be in effect on October 5 on the following streets between 5:00 p.m. 
and 9:00 p.m. Any vehicle parked in these areas will be towed. 

• Congress Street both sides from Derby Street to Harbor Street. 
• Essex Street from Washington Street to Hawthorne Boulevard. 
• Central Street both sides from Charter Street to Derby Street. 
• Derby Street both sides from Congress Street to Lafayette Street. 
• Front Street both sides from Washington Street to Lafayette Street. 
• Washington Square both sides from Essex Street to Brown Street. 
• Parking meter spaces at the intersection of Charter Street, Front Street, and Central 

Street. 
• Washington Street between Essex Street and Front Street, metered spaces. 

 
Road Closures 

• The following roads will be closed on October 5 from 6:00 p.m. until approximately 
9:30 p.m. 

• Congress Street will be closed from Harbor Street to Derby Street. 

• Derby Street will be closed from Congress Street to Central Street. 

• Commuters will not be able to use Route 1A between Dodge St. and Brown Street, 
which includes Derby Street, Hawthorne Boulevard and Washington Square at the 
Common entrance. 

• Front Street and Washington Street between New Derby Street and Church Street. 

• Essex Street will be closed at Washington Street. 

• Garage Access 

• Vehicles parked in the South Harbor Garage will not be able to exit until approximately 
9:00 p.m. 

• The Museum Place Garage entrance will only be accessible from Church Street or St. 
Peter Street. Vehicles exiting the Museum Place Garage will only be able to take a left 
onto to Brown Street and a right onto St. Peter Street. 

 
Garage Access 

 
Vehicles parked in the South Harbor Garage will not be able to exit until approximately 
9:00 p.m. 
The Museum Place Garage entrance will only be accessible from Church Street or St. Pe-
ter Street. Vehicles exiting the Museum Place Garage will only be able to take a left onto 
to Brown Street and a right onto St. Peter Street. 

 
Witch City 5K: October 14 

 

The Salem YMCA Witch City 5K road race starts at 9:00 a.m. at the Salem Willows. No road clo-

sures are planned, however anticipate traffic impacts along the following roadways: Memorial 

Drive, Essex Street, Route 1A, Route 114 including Hawthorne Boulevard, Derby Street, and Fort 

Avenue, ending at Restaurant Row. 

Drive, left onto Fort Avenue, and left onto Memorial Drive by the soccer field to finish. 
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 Road Closures September/October weekends: September 30 & 

October 1, 7, 8, & 9, 14 & 15, 21 & 22, and 28 & 29 

Essex Street from Hawthorne Boulevard to New Liberty Street and Essex Street from 
Barton Square to Washington Street will be closed to through traffic and no on-street 
parking will be allowed from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. every Saturday and Sunday. 

The following chart outlines the road closures and time frames during Haunted Hap-
penings: 

All information above is subject to change. The Salem Police Department will close 
any street at any time if they determine that a public safety issue exists. 

There will also be No Parking postings on portions of Washington Square North and 
South during the weekends in September/October, reserved for authorized event 
vehicles, and Washington Square East on October 21 & 22. 
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 Free Weekend Shuttles  
September 30 - October 29 

Shuttles run September 
30-October 1, October 7-
9, 14-15, 21-22 and 28-29 
from 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 
p.m. between three free 
satellite parking lots and 
downtown Salem. Free 
satellite parking lots are 
located at Salem State 
University’s O’Keefe Cen-
ter parking lot (225 Canal 
Street), Salem High 
School (77 Willson Street), 
and at 108 Jefferson Ave-
nue behind Salem Hospi-
tal. Together the three 
satellite lots offer over 
1,300 free parking spaces. 
The downtown pick-up/
drop-off location is in Riley 
Plaza. An accessible shut-
tle is available for those 
who require one and stops 
at the High School and 
Jefferson Avenue lots, as 
well as Riley Plaza. 

“Since we began this free 
service in 2017 our Octo-
ber shuttles have provided 
more than 32,000 rides to 
over 15,500 people,” said 
Mayor Dominick Pangallo. “Allowing people to park at these satellite lots has helped reduce 
demand for downtown parking and lessen the number of cars driving into and around down-
town. Since 2017 the service has kept more than 5,500 cars out of downtown Salem. While 
a lot of visitors use the shuttle, we also see many Salem residents use it to easily get to and 
from downtown Salem on October weekends. I encourage everyone planning a visit to Sa-
lem this October to make use of the free satellite parking lots and this shuttle service.” 

The City of Salem’s free October weekend shuttle returns this weekend for its 
sixth year. New this year for 2023, the service will run every weekend in Octo-

ber, as well as on Monday, October 9th (Indigenous Peoples’ Day). 
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Salem Residents & Workers Ride 
Bluebikes for Free in October 

 

 

With the arrival of the October season, Sa-
lem Mayor Dominick Pangallo announced 
today that the City of Salem is offering a 
free 30-day Bluebikes membership for any-
one who lives or works in Salem. The mem-
bership includes unlimited 45-minute rides 
for up to 30 days and is available effective 
immediately. There is a $2.50 charge for 
each additional 30 minutes after the first 45 
minutes. Passes are limited and will be pro-
vided on a first come, first served basis 
while supplies last. 

“We’re excited to partner with Bluebikes to 
again offer free October rides to Salem resi-
dents for the second year now, and to ex-

pand the program this year to also include 
people who work in our community,” Mayor 
Pangallo said, “I encourage residents and 
workers to take advantage of this offer for 
another way to get around in Salem during 
the busy month of October.” 

Bluebikes came to Salem in 2021 with fund-
ing from Blue Cross Blue Shield of Massa-
chusetts, Salem State University, and the 
MassDOT Shared Streets & Spaces pro-
gram. The system has since expanded to 
18 stations at key destinations throughout 
Salem’s neighborhoods. As a convenient 
and affordable transportation option for 
residents, workers, students, and visitors, 
ridership has continued to expand each 
year since the program’s launch. 

To claim the free 30-day membership, resi-
dents and workers should email Transpor-
tation Planner Brendan Linard 
at blinard@salem.com with your name and 
address (if a Salem resident) or your name 
and the name and address of your employ-
er/workplace (if employed in Salem), for 
verification. Please allow up to 24 hours 
during regular business hours for a re-
sponse. Qualifying residents and employees 
will receive a code to use at bluebikes.com 
or on the Bluebikes mobile app to claim 
their free 30-day membership. A valid cred-
it or debit card is required, and the pro-
gram is limited to riders aged 16 and up. 

 

For more information, contact Tom Devine 
at 978-619-5682 or tdevine@salem.com  
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 Salem to Offer Free Cardboard Recycling Site for Business-
es and Residents 

The City of Salem will offer free cardboard recycling for Sa-
lem residents and businesses at the Salem Transfer Sta-
tion, 12 Swampscott Road on Saturdays from 7-3 and Sun-
days from 9-5. This program will begin on Saturday Septem-
ber 30  and will run through December 17, when the Trans-
fer Station closes for the season. 

"With the closure of the only cardboard recycling facility in 
Salem recently, a privately operated business, we know that 
residents and businesses alike have been looking for options 
for recycling their cardboard," said Mayor Dominick Pangallo. 
"We encourage those who are able to collapse and add their 
cardboard to their recycling toter for curbside collection, but if you have excess cardboard or are 
not part of the City's curbside collection program, this new free service should hopefully be helpful 
to you." 

To ensure that this program is successful, it is imperative that only clean, dry cardboard is brought 
to this location. Cardboard must also be flattened. If the cardboard boxes can be reused, please 
bring them to U-Haul Moving & Storage at 43 Jefferson Ave as they offer a “take a box, leave a 
box” reuse program. 

Once the transfer station is closed for the season on December 
17, the City offer cardboard recycling at the site one weekend a month through the winter.  

While this is a temporary solution to help Salem businesses and residents with excess cardboard 
recycling, the City is continuing to look into long-term cardboard recycling solutions for the com-
munity. 

For future updates, please refer to the City of Salem Recycling and Trash page: https://
www.salemma.gov/recycling-and-trash.  

City of Salem Unveils Banned Book Little Library at City Hall 

To mark National Banned Book Week, the City of Salem proudly 
announces the unveiling of a new Little Free Library at City Hall 
dedicated to sharing banned books. An unveiling ceremony will 
take place on Monday, October 2, 2023 – the first day of Nation-
al Banned Book Week – at 8:30 a.m. in front of City Hall (93 
Washington Street). 

Claudia Paraschiv, Salem’s Artist in Residence, contributed to the 
design and decoration of the library. Advice on banned books 
selection was helpfully provided by the staff of the Salem Public 

Library and the library is curated by the staff of the Mayor’s Office. 

All are invited to explore the library's collection, take a book, or contribute a favorite banned book. 
For more information about banned books, visit www.salemma.gov/bannedbooks to learn about 
recent book challenges, view lists of banned and challenged books across the nation, and discover 
more about those challenged right here in Massachusetts. Read the full press release at https://
www.salemma.gov/home/news/city-salem-unveils-banned-book-little-library-city-hall 

For more information, contact Sabrina Trask at (978) 619-5600 or strask@salem.com  

https://www.salemma.gov/recycling-and-trash
https://www.salemma.gov/recycling-and-trash
https://www.salemma.gov/home/news/city-salem-unveils-banned-book-little-library-city-hall
https://www.salemma.gov/home/news/city-salem-unveils-banned-book-little-library-city-hall
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City of Salem to Replace Diseased Trees  
In Forest River Park 

The City of Salem is announcing upcoming landscaping improvements in Forest River Park. City 
and Contractor crews will mobilize in the park starting Monday, September 25th, 2023, and this 
work should take a few days to complete. City and contractors will be removing high hazard trees 
throughout the park due to disease. Please see the attached map to see the affected area. Resi-
dents and Businesses that have questions or concerns are encouraged to call DPS at (978)–744–
3302. 

Before the final inspection is completed, the work area will be an active construction site and visi-
tors to the park should be careful as work safety work zones will be located throughout the park 
and should plan accordingly. Police details will be on-site to assist with traffic during this project. 

Mayor Dominick Pangallo is committed to upgrading the open spaces of Forest River Park and 
across the city.  The City of Salem is an Arbor Day Foundation Tree City and we are dedicated to 
maintaining and expanding our urban canopy. 

The City of Salem plans to replant the removed trees in the spring of 2024. 

The City appreciates your patience and forbearance during this project. If you have any questions, 
or require additional information, please call the Department of Public Service at 978-744-3302. 

For more information, contact Raymond Jodoin, Director of Public Services, at 978-744-3302 or 
rjodoin@salem.com 
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Coming Up Oct. 2nd – Oct. 1st 

Mon Tues Weds Thurs Fri Sat Sun 

2 
 
State Senator 
Joan Lovely 
Public Office 
Hours - CLC 
11am-12pm 
 
Salem Food for 
All Meeting 
6pm 
 
Salem School 
Committee Reg-
ular Meeting 
7pm 

3 
 
Salem Human 
Rights Coalition 
Meeting 
5:30pm-
6:30pm 
 
AHTF Regular 
Meeting  
6:30 - 9:30pm 
 
Recycling Com-
mittee Meeting 
6:30pm 

4 
 
Housing Stability 
Housing Services 
- Espacio Drop-in 
Hours; Infor-
mación y recursos 
de vivienda gratu-
itos para propie-
tarios e inquilinos 
de Salem - Es-
pacio  
9am-2pm 
 
Monthly Energy 
Coach Office 
Hours/Horas de 
Oficina Mensual-
Entrenador de 
energia 
9:30 - 10:30am 
 
Salem School 
Committee - Cur-
riculum Subcom-
mittee Meeting 
5:30pm 
 
Historical Com-
mission Meeting 
6pm  
 
Bicycling & 
Shared Path Advi-
sory Committee  
6:30pm 

5 
 
Constitute Julio 
Mota Public 
Office Hours - 
CLC  
10:15-
11:15am 
 
Salem Harbor 
Port Authority 
Meeting  
5pm 

6 7 
 
Salem Cham-
ber of Com-
merce Haunt-
ed Biz Baz 
Street Fair 
10am - 8pm 

8 

Salem Cham-
ber of Com-
merce Haunted 
Biz Baz Street 
Fair 
10am - 6pm 

9 
 
 

10 
 
Licensing Board 
Meeting  
6pm 
 
Community 
Preservation Com-
mittee Meeting  
6pm 
 
Beautification 
Committee Meet-
ing 
7pm 
 
Board of Health 
Meeting 
7pm 

11 
 
Traffic and Park-
ing Commission 
Meeting  
6pm 
 
Salem Redevelop-
ment Authority 
Meeting 
6pm 
 
Neighborhood 
Improvement 
Advisory Council 
Meeting 
7pm 

12 

Race Equity 
Commission 
Meeting  
5:30 - 7pm 
 
Housing Stabil-
ity Housing 
Services - CLC 
Drop-in Hours; 
Información y 
recursos de 
vivienda gratui-
tos para propie-
tarios e inqui-
linos de Salem - 
Centro de Vida 
Comunitaria 
4 - 7pm  
 
Planning Board 
6:30pm 
 
Salem City 
Council Regular 
Meeting 
7pm 

13 

 

14 
 

15 

 

For more details about items on this calendar and the 
most up to date calendar of City meetings and events, 
please visit www.salemma.gov/calendar. 

Indigenous 
Peoples Day 

&  
Columbus 
Day - City 

Offices 
Closed 

https://www.salemma.gov/home/events/356871
https://www.salemma.gov/home/events/356871
https://www.salemma.gov/home/events/356871
https://www.salemma.gov/home/events/356871
https://www.salemma.gov/salem-food-policy-council/events/360896
https://www.salemma.gov/salem-food-policy-council/events/360896
https://www.salemma.gov/school-committee/events/357831
https://www.salemma.gov/school-committee/events/357831
https://www.salemma.gov/school-committee/events/357831
https://www.salemma.gov/salem-human-rights-coalition/events/357321
https://www.salemma.gov/salem-human-rights-coalition/events/357321
https://www.salemma.gov/salem-human-rights-coalition/events/357321
https://www.salemma.gov/affordable-housing-trust-fund/events/357196
https://www.salemma.gov/affordable-housing-trust-fund/events/357196
https://www.salemma.gov/recycling-committee/events/340546
https://www.salemma.gov/recycling-committee/events/340546
https://www.salemma.gov/home/events/355386
https://www.salemma.gov/home/events/355386
https://www.salemma.gov/home/events/355386
https://www.salemma.gov/home/events/355386
https://www.salemma.gov/home/events/355386
https://www.salemma.gov/home/events/355386
https://www.salemma.gov/home/events/355386
https://www.salemma.gov/home/events/355386
https://www.salemma.gov/home/events/355386
https://www.salemma.gov/home/events/355386
https://www.salemma.gov/sustainability-energy-and-resiliency-committee-serc/events/359801
https://www.salemma.gov/sustainability-energy-and-resiliency-committee-serc/events/359801
https://www.salemma.gov/sustainability-energy-and-resiliency-committee-serc/events/359801
https://www.salemma.gov/sustainability-energy-and-resiliency-committee-serc/events/359801
https://www.salemma.gov/sustainability-energy-and-resiliency-committee-serc/events/359801
https://www.salemma.gov/sustainability-energy-and-resiliency-committee-serc/events/359801
https://www.salemma.gov/school-committee/events/360391
https://www.salemma.gov/school-committee/events/360391
https://www.salemma.gov/school-committee/events/360391
https://www.salemma.gov/school-committee/events/360391
https://www.salemma.gov/historical-commission/events/354436
https://www.salemma.gov/historical-commission/events/354436
https://www.salemma.gov/bicycling-and-shared-path-advisory-committee/events/340046
https://www.salemma.gov/bicycling-and-shared-path-advisory-committee/events/340046
https://www.salemma.gov/bicycling-and-shared-path-advisory-committee/events/340046
https://www.salemma.gov/home/events/344831
https://www.salemma.gov/home/events/344831
https://www.salemma.gov/home/events/344831
https://www.salemma.gov/home/events/344831
https://www.salemma.gov/salem-harbor-port-authority/events/358461
https://www.salemma.gov/salem-harbor-port-authority/events/358461
https://www.salemma.gov/salem-harbor-port-authority/events/358461
https://www.salemma.gov/home/events/358646
https://www.salemma.gov/home/events/358646
https://www.salemma.gov/home/events/358646
https://www.salemma.gov/home/events/358646
https://www.salemma.gov/home/events/358646
https://www.salemma.gov/home/events/358641
https://www.salemma.gov/home/events/358641
https://www.salemma.gov/home/events/358641
https://www.salemma.gov/home/events/358641
https://www.salemma.gov/home/events/358641
https://www.salemma.gov/licensing-board/events/359506
https://www.salemma.gov/licensing-board/events/359506
https://www.salemma.gov/community-preservation-committee/events/359001
https://www.salemma.gov/community-preservation-committee/events/359001
https://www.salemma.gov/community-preservation-committee/events/359001
https://www.salemma.gov/beautification-committee/events/334651
https://www.salemma.gov/beautification-committee/events/334651
https://www.salemma.gov/beautification-committee/events/334651
https://www.salemma.gov/board-health/events/359741
https://www.salemma.gov/board-health/events/359741
https://www.salemma.gov/traffic-and-parking-commission/events/348926
https://www.salemma.gov/traffic-and-parking-commission/events/348926
https://www.salemma.gov/traffic-and-parking-commission/events/348926
https://www.salemma.gov/salem-redevelopment-authority/events/330461
https://www.salemma.gov/salem-redevelopment-authority/events/330461
https://www.salemma.gov/salem-redevelopment-authority/events/330461
https://www.salemma.gov/neighborhood-improvement-advisory-council/events/329691
https://www.salemma.gov/neighborhood-improvement-advisory-council/events/329691
https://www.salemma.gov/neighborhood-improvement-advisory-council/events/329691
https://www.salemma.gov/neighborhood-improvement-advisory-council/events/329691
https://www.salemma.gov/race-equity-commission/events/360466
https://www.salemma.gov/race-equity-commission/events/360466
https://www.salemma.gov/race-equity-commission/events/360466
https://www.salemma.gov/home/events/355406
https://www.salemma.gov/home/events/355406
https://www.salemma.gov/home/events/355406
https://www.salemma.gov/home/events/355406
https://www.salemma.gov/home/events/355406
https://www.salemma.gov/home/events/355406
https://www.salemma.gov/home/events/355406
https://www.salemma.gov/home/events/355406
https://www.salemma.gov/home/events/355406
https://www.salemma.gov/home/events/355406
https://www.salemma.gov/home/events/355406
https://www.salemma.gov/home/events/355406
https://www.salemma.gov/planning-board/events/350711
https://www.salemma.gov/city-council/events/342111
https://www.salemma.gov/city-council/events/342111
https://www.salemma.gov/city-council/events/342111
http://www.salemma.gov/calendar

